


INTRODUCTION1

Immigration enforcement is the responsibility of the federal government.2 Under certain 
circumstances, federal immigration authorities such as Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(“ICE”) and Customs and Border Protection (“CBP”) will call upon State and local police and 
correctional officers to assist with this federal responsibility. Constitutional guardrails and 
Maryland State laws control when State and local officers may provide information or assistance 
for the purposes of immigration enforcement, when they must do so, and when such assistance is 
prohibited. This guidance is intended to describe what is required, what is allowed, and what is 
prohibited. Not every situation can be anticipated or addressed. Questions from State and local 
officials about this guidance should be directed to their government counsel. 

When considering whether to engage or assist in immigration enforcement or in 
interactions with federal immigration officials, State and local law enforcement agencies 
(“LEAs”) and correctional facilities should consider: 

1. Law enforcement officers are prohibited from asking about a person’s immigration 
status during a stop, search, or arrest, unless it is relevant to a crime being 
investigated by that officer or material to a routine booking procedure. 

2. Law enforcement officers may not extend a detention to investigate a person’s 
immigration status or based on the suspicion that the individual has committed a civil 
immigration violation. 

3. Law enforcement officers are prohibited from transferring a person to ICE or other
federal immigration authorities, unless required by federal law or unless federal 
immigration authorities want the person for a crime.

4. Except when doing so for criminal investigations, law enforcement officers generally
may not provide information about a person obtained in the course of the officers’
duties to ICE or other federal immigration authorities. Officers may share a person’s 
citizenship or immigration status information in the rare circumstances in which they
obtain it, but they may not share any other information about the person (such as 
physical location or personal identifying information) with federal immigration 
authorities, unless required by a valid court order or unless the disclosure is for a 
criminal investigation. 

5. State and local law enforcement and correctional officers are generally prohibited 
from sharing personal information about a detainee, such as their name and address, 
with any federal agency seeking the information for immigration enforcement 
purposes, absent a judicial warrant. For these purposes, “personal information” does 
not include a person’s citizenship or immigration status. 

6. Local correctional facilities are generally prohibited from facilitating the removal or
deportation of a noncitizen who lacks criminal history. Where a noncitizen has 
certain criminal convictions, a local correctional facility may generally cooperate in 
federal efforts to remove that person, except that the facility may not prolong the 
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person’s detention on civil immigration grounds or coerce or intimidate any person 
based on citizenship or immigration status. 

7. Units of State and local government are prohibited from entering into immigration 
detention agreements and immigration enforcement agreements with the federal 
government. 

Following these principles will allow Maryland law enforcement agencies and 
correctional facilities to comply with federal law in a manner that respects Maryland law and the 
State and federal constitutional rights of individuals, protects local agencies and officials from 
potential legal liability and disciplinary action, and allows them to remain faithful to their 
mission of promoting public safety.

Effective law enforcement requires the trust of all communities. Law enforcement 
officers rely on residents to provide information to prevent and solve reported crimes. This is 
especially true of immigrant communities who may be reluctant to engage with law enforcement 
due to potential immigration consequences or the perception of racial and ethnic profiling.
Immigrants with and without lawful immigration status may mistrust a law enforcement agency
if its officers are perceived to be involved in immigration enforcement. To provide local law
enforcement agencies with the tools to build this trust, the Maryland General Assembly has
enacted laws to govern interactions with immigrants. Those laws are discussed in this guidance. 

A. The Federal Government Cannot Compel State or Local Officials to Enforce 
Immigration Law

The Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution bars the federal government 
from requiring State or local officials, including police officers and correctional officers, to
enforce federal immigration laws.3 The Tenth Amendment limits the federal government’s 
ability to mandate particular action by states and localities, including in the area of federal 
immigration law enforcement and investigations. The federal government cannot “compel the 
States to enact or administer a federal regulatory program,” or compel state employees to
participate in the administration of a federally enacted regulatory scheme.4 Coercive efforts by
the federal government to compel a state to enforce a particular policy may constitute 
impermissible “commandeering” under federal law. The anti-commandeering restrictions of the 
Tenth Amendment extend not only to states but also to localities and their employees.5 Voluntary
cooperation with a federal scheme does not present Tenth Amendment issues, but the federal 
government may not force state or local officials to carry out federal law.6

Federal law does not impose civil or criminal liability on state and local law enforcement 
officials who decline to assist in immigration enforcement efforts. Attorney General Brown and 
his counterparts in other states have emphasized this point.7 The federal government cannot 
require state and local LEAs to assist in immigration enforcement, and it is not a crime for state 
and local officials to decline to provide such assistance.8 In fact, in many instances, as discussed 
below, Maryland law prohibits the provision of such assistance.
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B. Law Enforcement and Corrections Officers May but Are Not Required to Share 
Information about Immigration Status with Immigration Officials 

Consistent with the above principles, federal law does not and cannot require state or
local governments or their officials to assist in immigration enforcement efforts by supplying 
federal immigration authorities with information about noncitizens. Federal law does, however, 
contain a provision that seeks to preserve the ability of state and local officials to share one 
narrow category of information on a voluntary basis. Specifically, 8 U.S.C. § 1373 provides that 
state and local governments cannot prohibit employees or entities “from sending to, or receiving 
from, [federal immigration authorities] information regarding the citizenship or immigration 
status, lawful or unlawful, of any individual.”9 In addition, it provides that state and local 
governments may not impose restrictions on “exchanging” information regarding “immigration 
status” with “any other Federal, State, or local government entity” or on “maintaining” such 
information.10

By its terms, 8 U.S.C. § 1373 applies only to “a person’s legal classification under federal 
law.”11 It does not apply to other types of information, such as information about an individual’s 
release, next court date, or address.12 In addition, § 1373 places no affirmative obligation on 
LEAs to collect information about an individual’s immigration status. As discussed further
below, Maryland has enacted laws that prohibit officers and employees from inquiring about a 
person’s immigration status except under narrow circumstances.13

Courts have held that § 1373 does not have preemptive effect—that is, that it cannot 
override state laws—and that it violates the Tenth Amendment.14 However, the Maryland 
General Assembly has thus far chosen to align State law with the principles contained in § 1373.
At least as far as State law is concerned, the sharing of an individual’s citizenship or immigration 
status information with federal immigration authorities remains voluntary for Maryland law
enforcement and correctional officers. As discussed in the ensuing sections of this guidance, 
however, Maryland law often does prohibit State and local officials from disclosing other
information about an individual to federal immigration authorities.

C. Law Enforcement Officers May Not Assist in Civil Immigration Enforcement, 
Except Under Limited Circumstances

Maryland Criminal Procedure Article § 5-104 broadly prohibits State and local law
enforcement officers (other than correctional officers) from assisting in the enforcement of civil 
immigration law.15 In particular, subject to the key exceptions discussed below, the statute 
prohibits State and local officers from taking any of the following actions during the 
performance of “regular police functions”: 

● inquiring about an individual’s “citizenship, immigration status, or place of birth 
during a stop, a search, or an arrest” (although officers may make these inquiries if 
they are material to routine booking procedures, and officers may prompt people to 
voluntarily disclose citizenship or immigration status where relevant to a protection 
under State, federal, or treaty law); 
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● detaining, or extending the detention of, an individual for the purposes of 
“investigating the individual’s citizenship or immigration status, or based on the 
suspicion that the individual has committed a civil immigration violation”; 

● intimidating, threatening, or coercing any individual on the basis of the actual or
perceived immigration status of the individual or their family member, legal guardian, 
or someone whom they serve as a guardian; 

● transferring an individual to federal immigration authorities unless specifically
required to do so by federal law; or

● providing federal immigration authorities with “information about an individual 
obtained in the course of the law enforcement agent’s duties unless required by a 
valid court order.”16 For these purposes, information “obtained in the course of [a] 
law enforcement agent’s duties” does not include a person’s citizenship or
immigration status.

For purposes of § 5-104, “federal immigration authorities” refers primarily to ICE, CBP, and the
United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (“USCIS”).17

There are two key exceptions to § 5-104’s prohibitions. First, it does not prohibit 
cooperation with ICE or other federal immigration authorities on criminal investigations, 
including criminal investigations undertaken through a joint task force. The statute does not, for 
instance, prohibit law enforcement agents from arresting a person who is the subject of a judicial 
arrest warrant for an immigration-related crime, transferring that person to any federal 
immigration authorities pursuing the criminal investigation, or otherwise contacting federal 
immigration authorities about the criminal investigation.18 Nor does the statute prohibit officers 
from responding to inquiries from federal immigration authorities for information pertaining to 
criminal trafficking or smuggling investigations. Nonetheless, law enforcement agents must take 
precautions to ensure that they do not confuse civil immigration matters for criminal matters.
Removal matters—that is, matters where ICE pursues a noncitizen for removal from the United 
States—are always civil in nature, even if the noncitizen has criminal history or is being charged 
with a crime.19 The mission of ICE’s Enforcement and Removal Operations directorate (ICE-
ERO) focuses on removal matters.20 For law enforcement officers to transfer a subject to ICE or 
supply information to ICE because the subject is wanted for removal would unquestionably
violate § 5-104 and may also violate the subject’s constitutional rights.21 Law enforcement 
agencies should impose safeguards to ensure that agents working in the field do not unwittingly
engage in illegal civil immigration enforcement actions. Those safeguards could include, for 
example, requiring agents to obtain supervisory approval before supplying ICE with information 
about a matter that the agent believes to be criminal in nature.
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Second, if a person’s immigration or citizenship status is directly linked to legal 
protections afforded to that individual under State or federal law, a law enforcement agent may
notify an individual that the legal protection exists and allow the individual the opportunity to
self-disclose their immigration and/or citizenship status to avail themself of the legal protection 
or to satisfy a legal requirement. An example of this that may arise for local law enforcement 
agents would be the U-Visa process, which permits certain immigrants without lawful status who 
were victims of a crime to become eligible for a visa to remain in the United States if they
cooperate with police investigations into the crime perpetrated against them.22

In addition, although Maryland officers are generally prohibited from inquiring about 
citizenship or immigration status, in the rare circumstances in which Maryland officers learn of 
that information, they are not prohibited from sharing it with federal immigration authorities.23

Instead, the sharing of such status information is voluntary for officers under State law.
However, absent a court order or unless the exception for criminal investigations applies, 
Maryland officers may not share other information about an individual with federal immigration 
authorities, including an individual’s physical location, observed activities, personal information, 
or contact information. 

Caution: ICE Hits in NCIC 

State and local law enforcement officers must proceed with caution when encountering ICE 
hits in the National Crime Information Center (NCIC) database. ICE enters hundreds of 
thousands of administrative warrants into NCIC. Such warrants reflect civil violations of 
immigration law, not criminal activity. ICE often describes the subject of an administrative 
warrant as a “fugitive” even when the person is not wanted for any crime. 

Maryland law prohibits officers from detaining a person, prolonging a person’s detention, or
providing information to ICE to facilitate investigation or arrest for civil immigration 
violations. Officers therefore are prohibited from taking any enforcement action, including 
extending a traffic stop or other type of seizure in order to contact ICE, based on an ICE hit 
for what appears to be an administrative warrant. In the unusual case where an ICE hit 
appears to correspond to a judicial warrant for criminal charges, officers should not make an 
arrest based on the hit without first confirming the warrant information, to ensure compliance 
with Maryland law.

Maryland law also generally prohibits officers from transferring an individual to federal 
immigration authorities, unless those authorities want the individual for a crime. Law
enforcement agencies should therefore have policies in place to require supervisory or legal 
review before any person who is apprehended during regular police functions may be
transferred to ICE. 

These State law prohibitions do not apply to State and local corrections officers. The State 
law restrictions related to ICE requests to correctional facilities are discussed below in Part E.
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D. Law Enforcement and Corrections Officers May Not Share Personal 
Information from Public Records with Immigration Officials 

Maryland law contains another important restriction: § 4-320.1 of the General Provisions 
Article prohibits State and local officials from sharing an individual’s photograph or “personal 
information” contained in public records with a federal agency or other person seeking to enforce 
the immigration laws, except pursuant to a judicial warrant.24 The statute defines “personal 
information” as follows: 

(1) “Personal information” means information that identifies an individual. 

(2) Except as provided in § 4-355 of this title [relating to higher education records], 
“personal information” includes an individual’s: 

(i) name; 
(ii) address; 
(iii) e-mail address; 
(iv) driver's license number or any other identification number; 
(v) medical or disability information; 
(vi) photograph or computer-generated image; 
(vii) Social Security number; and 
(viii) telephone number. 

(3) “Personal information” does not include an individual’s: 
(i) driver’s status; 
(ii) driving offenses; 
(iii) five-digit zip code; or 
(iv) information on vehicular accidents.25

Section 4-320.1 is not intended to prohibit officials from responding to an inquiry from a 
federal agent about the citizenship or immigration status of an individual already known to the 
federal agent.26 Nor does this provision restrict the sharing of non-identifying information, such 
as the anticipated release date of a person known to ICE (although, as discussed below, the 
Community Trust Act does restrict the ability of local correctional facilities to disclose the 
release dates of non-convicted individuals).27 But the statute clearly does constrain the ability of 
local officials to share other information contained in public records “that identifies an 
individual” with the federal government for the purposes of immigration enforcement absent a 
judicial warrant. Thus, before disclosing a person’s identifying information to federal 
immigration authorities, local officials should consult with counsel. 

E. Responsibilities of Correctional Officials Regarding Assistance in Civil 
Immigration Enforcement 

When ICE learns that a State or local correctional facility has custody of an individual 
who may be subject to removal, it might issue what is commonly referred to as an “immigration 
detainer.” An immigration detainer advises the facility that ICE is seeking custody of the
individual and asks the facility to notify ICE “as early as practicable (at least 48 hours, if 
possible) before the alien is released.”28 The detainer also asks the facility to hold the individual 
“for a period not to exceed 48 hours beyond the time when [the subject] would otherwise have 
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been released” to allow ICE officials the opportunity to assume custody.29 Sometimes these 
detainers are issued in conjunction with an administrative warrant. Immigration detainers are 
requests only; local officers are not obligated to provide the forms of cooperation that they
request and are prohibited from holding a person beyond their release date based on an 
administrative request.30

In 2026, the General Assembly enacted the Community Trust Act (the “Act”) to address 
the extent to which State and local correctional facilities may comply with detainer requests or
otherwise expend public resources on assisting in civil immigration enforcement.31 The Act’s 
requirements for local facilities differ significantly from those it imposes on State facilities. This 
distinction recognizes that people held in State correctional facilities, generally speaking, have 
already been convicted of a crime.32 People held in local correctional facilities, in contrast, are 
often awaiting trial and may not have any criminal convictions. Because of this distinction, the
pretrial facilities operated by the Maryland Department of Public Safety and Correctional 
Services (“DPSCS”) in Baltimore City are “local correctional facilities” for purposes of the Act, 
even though they are operated by the State.33

1. Local Correctional Facilities (including DPSCS pretrial facilities) 

The Act imposes two general prohibitions on local correctional facilities. First, it 
provides that a local facility may not prolong a person’s detention solely because federal 
authorities want the person for a civil immigration violation or because the local facility suspects 
that the person has committed such a violation.34 Second, the Act prohibits local facilities from 
coercing, intimidating, or threatening a person based on actual or perceived citizenship or
immigration status.35 These two general prohibitions apply to any incarcerated individual, 
regardless of their criminal history.

The Act imposes additional prohibitions on local facilities that apply only if an 
incarcerated individual does not have certain types of criminal convictions. Specifically, where 
an incarcerated individual does not meet the Act’s definition of a “convicted individual,” a local 
facility may not take any of the following actions: 

(1) notify federal immigration authorities that the person is in custody, unless required by a 
valid court order or judicial warrant; 

(2) transfer the person to federal immigration authorities, absent a valid judicial warrant; or
(3) inquire about or investigate the person’s citizenship or immigration status, except where 

the information is material to a routine booking procedure.36

OAG interprets the first and second prohibitions to mean that local facilities may not give
ICE advance notice of a non-convicted person’s release date—regardless of whether ICE has 
issued a detainer requesting this information—or provide ICE with any other information about 
the person’s custody status, absent a court order or judicial warrant.37 Thus, in our view, advance 
release notification constitutes a notification “that an individual is in custody” and also amounts 
to a step towards a de facto “transfer” for purposes of the Act’s restrictions on those forms of 
cooperation.

None of the Act’s limitations on local correctional facilities restricts them from making 
inquiries that are “material to a routine booking procedure,” from entering information into the 



8 

National Crime Information Center, or from facilitating an incarcerated individual’s pursuit of 
immigration-related protections or consular services.38

To summarize, for people who meet the Act’s definition of “convicted individual,” local 
facilities may voluntarily engage in most forms of cooperation with ICE, although the 
prohibitions on coercion and prolonged detention still apply. For non-convicted individuals, the 
bill prohibits advance release notification and other forms of assistance to ICE absent a court 
order or judicial warrant.

2. State Correctional Facilities (not including DPSCS pretrial facilities) 

The Act imposes only one prohibition on State correctional facilities: they may not 
coerce, intimidate, or threaten a person based on actual or perceived immigration status.39 None 
of the other prohibitions that apply to local facilities extend to State facilities. The distinction 
between convicted and non-convicted individuals therefore has no bearing on State facilities.40

Regardless of an incarcerated individual’s criminal history, a State facility may voluntarily notify
ICE of the individual’s impending release or transfer the individual to ICE. To avoid 
constitutional violations and attendant liability risks, however, State facilities should not prolong 
a person’s detention solely in response to a detainer or solely on civil immigration grounds, 
unless there is a judicial warrant or probable cause that the subject has committed a crime.41

The Act also mandates that State facilities must offer ICE one form of assistance.
Specifically, where an incarcerated individual is the subject of a certain type of immigration 
detainer (one supported by a Form I-205 administrative removal warrant), the Act requires the 
State facility to notify ICE “within 48 hours before the release of the individual.”42 If an 
incarcerated individual is subject to a different type of immigration detainer—for example, one 
supported by a Form I-200 administrative arrest warrant—then the State facility may voluntarily
provide advance release notification but is not required to do so.43

In sum, State facilities may notify ICE of the impending release of any incarcerated 
individual or otherwise facilitate the transfer of any individual to ICE, and must provide ICE 
with advance release notification in response to a certain type of detainer. 
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CONCLUSION

State law broadly prohibits police officers in Maryland from taking law enforcement 
actions for the purpose of enforcing the civil immigration laws. State law also significantly limits 
the ability of local correctional facilities to assist in federal efforts to remove noncitizens who 
lack criminal history. These limitations generally do not apply where a noncitizen has serious
criminal convictions; nor do they generally extend to State correctional facilities. State law
requires State correctional facilities to cooperate with ICE in some circumstances. Units of State 
and local government may not enter into immigration detention agreements, 287(g) agreements, 
or other types of immigration enforcement agreements.

Moreover, considerations of public safety and community trust are central to the decision 
of when and how local law enforcement officials engage with federal immigration officials. 
Practices that discourage the reporting of crimes and participation in the prevention or solution of 
crimes make the creation of public safety more difficult and undermine the mission of law
enforcement to serve and protect all persons in their jurisdiction.

1 This guidance document updates previous guidance issued by the Office of the Attorney General, including most 
recently in April 2025. This updated version covers laws enacted during the 2026 legislative session of the 
Maryland General Assembly. 
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5 See Printz, 521 U.S. at 904-05. 
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governments. See 8 U.S.C. § 1644 (“[N]o State or local government entity may be prohibited, or in any way
restricted, from sending to or receiving from the Immigration and Naturalization Service information regarding the 
immigration status, lawful or unlawful, of an alien in the United States.”). This other statute raises the same issues 
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